
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SPEECH BY:  

H.E MINISTER OF DEFENSE OF TIMOR-LESTE 

BRIG.GEN (RTD) FILOMENO DA PAIXÃO DE JESUS 

AT THE CELEBRATION OF THE 92ND ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE FOUNDING OF 

THE PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY OF 

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

 
 

DÍLI, 25th JULY 2019  
RPC EMBASSY IN DÍLI, TIMOR-LESTE 



Excellency Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Timor-

Leste, DR. Xiao Jianghou; 

 

Excellency Chief of Defence Forces of Timor-Leste, Major-General 

Lere Anan Timur 

 

Excellency General Commander of PNTL, Commissionaire Faustino 

da Costa 

   

Excellences Ambassadors and Representatives of Diplomatic Corps  

 

My dear friend Defence Attaché of the People’s Republic of China to 

Timor-Leste, Senior Colonel Huang Damin  

 

Distinguished Guests  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

First of all, allow me to thank Ambassador Jianghou and 

Defence Attaché Damin for the invitation extended to me to celebrate 

this special day of your beloved country, the anniversary of the 



founding of the People’s Liberation Army. Secondly, I would like to 

take this opportunity to congratulate specially the People’s 

Liberation Army for the anniversary and the people of China for this 

special day.  

 

 The People’s Republic of China was one of the very first 

countries to officially establish diplomatic relations with the newly 

restored country Timor-Leste. Since the establishment of the 

diplomatic relations in 2002, the relations between the two countries 

continue to grow spanning various areas from education, health, 

infrastructure, security and defense. The official relations between 

the two sovereign countries began in 2002, however, the people-to-

people contact between Timorese and Chinese can be traced back to 

centuries ago. The relation between the two nations is not a recent 

one; it is a centuries old connection and contact.  

 

 

 Timor-Leste regards China as a friend and partner. Both 

countries are committed to further elevate and strengthen the 

relations at the official and people-to-people levels, the relations that 

are based on mutual trust and respect. Timor-Leste built its entire 



state from scratch; the entire infrastructures were obliterated due to 

war. Timor-Leste is fortunate to have reliable friends and partners 

such as China, the United States of America, Japan, Australia, South 

Korea, the Portuguese Speaking Countries, and ASEAN Member-

States who contribute relentlessly to the state building and nation 

building process of Timor-Leste.  

Timor-Leste is deeply appreciative for the unwavering support and 

partnership. As a new state, Timor-Leste continues to further 

strengthening its relations with various partner countries and 

exploring new areas of partnership and cooperation. In the context of 

the bilateral relations between Timor-Leste and China, Timor-Leste 

remains strongly committed to elevate and solidify its relations with 

its friend, partner and Asian neighbor China.  

 

 

 

 Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

The bilateral relations between Timor-Leste and China cover 

various areas. But allow me to specifically appreciate the bilateral 

cooperation in defense and security sectors. After the war, Timor-

Leste wisely decided to transform its guerilla forces into 



conventional armed forces, to what it is called today the F-FDTL. 

Defense transformation is not easy. Timor-Leste needed to seeks 

ways and means to build and modernize its armed forces, this is still 

an ongoing effort. China, amongst other partners, extends its helping 

hand to Timor-Leste in the building, developing and modernizing of 

Timor-Leste’s defense force or F-FDTL including capacity building for 

civilian staff, infrastructures of the Ministry of Defense.  

 As a newly transformed defense force, Timor-Leste continues 

to learn from China and various partner countries in building and 

modernizing defense force. Timor-Leste is inspired by the massive 

transformation of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA); an army that 

was equipped with rudimentary equipment and infrastructures, now, 

it has become world-class force that continues to display utmost 

professionalism, integrity, and respect for authority and 

international laws and norms.  

 Over the years, China continues showing relentless 

commitment to support Timor-Leste in building and modernizing F-

FDTL in areas such as capacity building, infrastructure, and exchange 

programs. China also supports capacity building for civilian staff of 

the Ministry of Defense; some of the civilian staff of the Ministry has 

pursued various trainings and studies in China. Some are still 



studying in China others have returned and are now contributing 

their valuable knowledge and experience obtained from China with 

high integrity, dedication and professionalism.  

 One of the main priorities of the VIII Constitutional 

Government is defense diplomacy. The Government specially the 

Ministry of Defense will continue to create partnership and 

cooperation with various partner countries including China in 

defense sector reforms. Not only it seeks to pursue bilateral 

cooperation, this government specially the Ministry of Defense 

attaches great importance to participate in various regional and 

global forums on defense and security. Forums such as Beijing 

Xiangshan Forum, Tokyo Defense Forum, Jakarta International 

Defense Dialogue, Shangri-La Dialogue, ASEAN Regional Forum, 

Moscow International Security Forum, amongst other regional and 

global forums, are important platforms in which common defense 

and security challenges are discussed in a frank and candid manner 

and most importantly to exchange views and seek common solutions 

to the common issues facing the region and the world. As a believer 

in multilateralism and advocate for international laws, I am of the 

view that cooperation over confrontation, dialogue over dispute is 



the cheapest and the easiest ways for creating and maintaining peace 

and stability.  

 Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have said enough. Before I conclude my remarks, allow me to 

once again congratulate China for this anniversary of the Founding of 

the People’s Liberation Army. Timor-Leste extends its greatest 

appreciation for the kind support and partnership in defense sector 

with China, I am sure both countries are equally committed to further 

strengthen this relation into the future.  

     Having said that, may I now invite you all to join me in a toast 

to celebrate the 92nd Anniversary of the Founding of the People’s 

Liberation Army of the People’s Republic of China and for great 

prosperity.  

  

 I thank you all for the kind attention 


