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Her Excellency Kathleen Fitzpatrick, US Ambassador to Timor-Leste  

Distinguished Co-Chairs: Major-General Suzanne Vares-Lum and 

Colonel Coliati  

Delegates  

Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

Good morning and welcome to the Ministry of Defense!  

 It is a great honor and privilege to deliver this remarks in this very 

important dialogue between Timor-Leste and the United States. This is the 

ninth Bilateral Defense Dialogue between our two countries.  

 

 In 2002, Timor-Leste and the United States of America formally 

established diplomatic relations. The United States is one of the first 

countries that established diplomatic relations in May 2002. Since then the 

diplomatic relations, both countries have enjoyed enduring partnership 

based on shared values of democracy, respect for human rights, mutual 

respect and the rule of law. Timor-Leste started its entire development from 

scratch and rebalancing from crisis to crisis.  



   

2 
 

The entire infrastructures of the country were totally obliterated during 

the resistance period. Fortunately, Timor-Leste has some of the most 

trusted, reliable and consistent friends and partners like the United States 

who have continually and consistently been assisting Timor-Leste’s state 

building and nation building efforts.  

 

The bilateral relations between our two countries certainly cover 

various areas such national security, defense, good governance, economy, 

health, education and other sectors. Since this is BDD, allow me to 

appreciate our bilateral cooperation in defense sector.  

 

The Government of Timor-Leste has defined modernization and 

professionalism as priority in defense sector. Timor-Leste’s geostrategic 

location in the region dictates the country to strengthen and modernize its 

armed forces to be able to respond to the challenges. This region is a 

dynamic one for integration and economic partnership. It also comes with 

various security challenges. In this globalised world, no country is an 

island, in fact, no island is an island. In other worlds, no single country is 

immune to threats.  

 

 Timor-Leste faces limited conventional threat. The country 

concentrates its efforts on addressing non-traditional security threats such 

as climate change, terrorism, drugs and human trafficking, amongst others. 

To counter these threats and to manage with limited resources, Timor-

Leste is required to cooperate and partner with countries to address these 

threats cooperatively and collectively.   

 



   

3 
 

 

 I thank and appreciate the strong cooperation and growing 

partnership from the United States in assisting Timor-Leste in defense 

sector. Since the establishment of our diplomatic relations, the U.S has 

actively engaged in building Timor-Leste’s defense forces which includes 

ship visits, joint exercises, humanitarian assistance, the deployment of a 

detachment of Navy Seabees, military and English language training. The 

U.S Navy’s Pacific humanitarian missions have touched the lives of many 

Timorese in rural and remote areas. Particularly, in 2018, the humanitarian 

mission with multinational team led by the US Pacific Command which is 

now US INDOPACOM provided general medical care for people, renovated 

schools, health centers and hospital.  

  

 Timor-Leste is committed to further expand and strengthen its 

bilateral relations with the United States. Last week, I have written a letter 

to Her Excellency Ambassador Fitzpatrick expressing Timor-Leste’s 

interest for establishing National Guard State Partnership Program. I look 

forward to a positive response to my letter as the Program will further 

strengthen and modernize Timor-Leste’s defense and security to further 

boost both our country’s mutual interests.  

 

 This Bilateral Defense Dialogue is a special one as the United States 

has sent a high level delegation from the INDOPACOM led by Major-

General Vares-Lum to this important dialogue. This is a clear manifestation 

from the United States for further strengthening its defense ties with Timor-

Leste. I hope that there will be more high level visits from the United States 

to Timor-Leste in the future.  
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 BDD serves as an important platform in which Timor-Leste and the 

United States share views on the bilateral relations of our two countries. 

Specially, BDD provides a space for the two parties to engage in a frank 

and candid discussion on the activities over the year and what needs to be 

further improved and strengthened in the coming year. Therefore, I strongly 

encourage the delegates or the participants of this Dialogue to actively 

participate in the discussions so that the activities we have undertaken are 

properly appreciated and the activities over the coming year are mutually 

agreed to ensure a coherent and coordinated implementation.  

 

 To conclude, allow me to reiterate once again Timor-Leste’s strong 

commitment to further strengthen its defense cooperation with the United 

States, and I strongly encourage the participants to have a candid, frank 

and fruitful discussion. Let’s move forward!  

 

 I thank you all for the kind attention and I hereby declare the ninth 

Bilateral Defense Dialogue officially open!  

    


